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Thank you to 
Cambridge BID 
for making this 
happen!



Background

In 2023 The City Events Team proposed a new event that 
would enable mass public engagement in the City Centre. 
Partnering with Cambridge BID, the first Out of the 
Ordinary Street Arts Festival took place on August Bank 
holiday weekend in the city centre. 

The inaugural Out of the Ordinary was staged with a 
programme of professional street artists alongside local 
acts using shows, walkabouts and performances to 
engage, inspire and enjoy.

For its second year, thanks to the support from Cambridge 
BID, the Festival expanded to takeǇƭŀŎŜ ƻƴ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ tƛŜŎŜǎΣ 
where people could relax, eat and drink and watch 
fantastic performance artists as well as having 
performances in the city centre.



Overview

Thank you to Cambridge BID for all their support.

Between 11am-5pm, 68 performances and workshops 
ǘƻƻƪ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ н Řŀȅǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ /ƛǘȅ /ŜƴǘǊŜ ŀƴŘ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ 
Pieces, featuring both internationally acclaimed and local 
acts and arts organisations. 

Festival performance artists brought fantastical worlds of 
ŎƻƭƻǳǊΣ ƛƳŀƎƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƘǳƳƻǳǊ ǘƻ /ŀƳōǊƛŘƎŜΩǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ 
streets, entertaining and amazing everyone as they went! 
This summer Out of The Ordinary was even bigger 
following its huge first-time success last year.

Huge international acts like Fraser Hooper, who has 
travelled the world for years performing his non-verbal 
clown act to audiences winning various awards.





Despite the wet weather on the Saturday, the festival took place in 
Market Square, the Guildhall and Corn Exchange.

Walkabout acts performed across the Market Square, Petty Curry and 
Sidney Street bringing laughter and joy to passers-by. Bodyguards - 
Protect and Serve, dancing bodyguards who hilariously protected and 
escorted members of the public, creating unexpected and fun 
encounters. Meandrethals by Noisy Oyster was a whimsical 
walkabout performance featuring two giant, childlike creatures who 
explored their surroundings. Brimstone by Autin Dance Theatre, a 6-
metre long Giant Dragon puppet, created a roaming theatrical 
experience that sparked imagination.



Fraser Hooper, performed 
his non-verbal clown show 
Funny Business and 
Markmark Productions 
performed The Maniax, 
involving members of the 
public in the routines. 

What the Tortoise Taught 
Us by The Flying 
Buttresses, an interactive, 
educational show featuring 
a giant animatronic 
tortoise, Zelva, shared 
wisdom and invited 
audience participation in a 
slow-paced, mindful 
experience.



The Festival Hub moved into The 
Guidhalls with performances and 
activities from Cambridge Arts Festival 
by Cambridge Bid, Cambridge Curiosity 
and Imagination in the Large Hall and 
the Wellbeing Area in the Small Hall.

Local dance groups, Cambridge Chinese 
Dance and Sanskruti School of Dance 
performed alongside the Young Dance
Programme Showcase.



Young, local talent from diverse backgrounds 
hadthe opportunity to take centre stage in a 
vibrant dance performance, created in 
partnership with Vanhulle Dance Theatre. 

After rehearsing for a week, the two groups of 
16 young people ages 11 ς 18performed twice 
on each day of the festival, getting to put into 
ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ ƳƻǾŜǎ ǘƘŜȅΩŘ ƭŜŀǊƴǘΦ

With thanks to The Perse School, Sidney 
Sussex College and Bidwells for their support 
for this project.



The Giant Balloon Show by Dizzy O'Dare also 
took place in the Guildhalls. Dizzy O'Dare's Giant 
Balloon Show, a hilarious, high-energy spectacle 
featuring incredible balloon sculptures, audience 
interaction, and a giant, inflatable surprise! All to 
ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ улΩǎ ǎƻǳƴŘǘǊŀŎƪΦ

Shortly after this performance, Dizzy hΩ5ŀǊŜ had 
to deflate his balloon and head off to South 
Korea for Busan International Comedy Festival 
where he won Best Street Show.



The Music programme took place in the Corn 
Exchange Foyer to keep dry!

Performances throughout the day by Matt Peet, 
bŀŘȅŀ DŀƭōǊŀƛǘƘΣ !ƭƛŎŜ hΩ.ǊƛŜƴΣ WŀȊȊ DƻŘŘŀǊŘ 
Vocals and DJ Chris Brown.





hƴ {ǳƴŘŀȅΣ hǳǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ hǊŘƛƴŀǊȅ CŜǎǘƛǾŀƭ ǘƻƻƪ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƻƴ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ tƛŜŎŜǎ. It was opened 
by Cambridge Maracatu Group parading through the park, and Summer Yonga 
performing a stunning set of music in the sun. The Festival Hub featured a dance 
stage, music stage, caterers and traders and walkabout acts such as Serving Sounds, 
an interactive, musical bar experience where customers create their own sounds by 
touching objects, transforming everyday items into a lively, communal performance.



The Hula Hoop Street Show by Angie Mack is an interactive comedy 
street show jam-packed with highly skilled hula hoop tricks. Members 
of the audience were brought into the routine and were very good 
sports wearing the hats and lifting Angie up into the air.



Castaway by Highly Sprung were incredible 
ŀƴŘ ƳŀŘŜ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǇŀŎŜ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ 
Pieces. A stunning aerial spectacle explores 
the devastating impact of plastic pollution on 
our waterways. 

Breathtaking acrobatics and a powerful 
message combine in this unforgettable 
performance.



Internationally acclaimed artist, Fraser Hooper was able to 
perform his full routine for Funny Business involving adults 
from the audience in a hilarious non-verbal boxing match. The 
show featured slapstick, mime, and audience interaction, 
reminiscent of classic silent clowns.



Back in the city centre, 
Books! by Tit for Tat, 
performed outside The 
Guildhalls. Four 
bookworms, teetering 
on ladders, throwing 
books, jokes, and 
acrobatics in a chaotic, 
hilarious quest to recruit 
new readers for their 
dwindling book club.



The Black Eagles, a troupe of 
stunning acrobats from 
Tanzania, brought their high-
flying energy to the streets, 
performing jaw-dropping 
acrobatics and dance routines 
to an infectious African beat.

Walkabout acts Hodman 
Dodmanott and Sally Forth by 
The Flying Buttresses, PC Gone 
Mad by Markmark Productions 
and Punt by Artizani all took to 
the streets interacting with 
crowds and passers-by. (see 
next slide)


